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** I know what we can do/*
"What?"
" You take out everything that belongs to you. Keep it at home until to-morrow. You are not likely to have your house robbed between to-day and to-morrow. To-morrow go and rent a safe-deposit in a bank; and, as I am putting you to this unexpected expense, you will allow me to defray the cost. I believe that there are safes from twenty francs up in branch banks. To get your husband to sign a new authorisation, tell him anything you like ... for example, that you have heard that there have been robberies at the Savings Bank, or that you would rather have a bank in your own neighbourhood. As for the safe you have now, in which you will leave nothing but Leheudry's parcel, you will give me the key of it."
" But that comes to the same thing as giving you the parcel! "
** Not at all. You know very well that, before you can go down to the vaults, you have to be identified and sign a slip. Can you see me presenting myself as Madame Sophie Parent ? Besides, I'm not asking you for your three-figure combination. I don't want to know it. So, even if I could succeed in getting as far as the safe, the key would be no good to me."
" Then what do you want it for ?"
fe To be sure that nobody except myself can open the safe. Of course, you could make a declaration that you had lost the key and demand that it should be broken open. But why should you do that ? To begin with, there would be an inquiry, delays, enormous expenses. Your husband might get annoyed and say that henceforth he would take charge of this safe himself. He might begin by taking an inventory of its contents. Don't forget, either, that proceedings have been started about this parcel. I should not be at all surprised, in case the key were lost, if a representative of the police were present at the opening. Well, can't you imagine the sequel, for Leheudry and yourself? **
" It's all very upsetting . . . very dangerous. . . /*